CHAPTER II

As the moment approached for crossing the Danube again,
the Anstrians watched more assiduously the bank of the
small arm of the river which lay between us and them.
They fortified Enzersdorf, and if a group of French soldiers
came too near the part of the island opposite that village
their outposts would fire upon them; but they took no
notice of parties of two or three. The Emperor wished
to have a near view of the enemy's preparations, and it has
been said that in order to do so without danger he disguised
himself as a private, and did sentry's duty. This report is
incorrect; the real fact was as follows. The Emperor
and Marshal Massena, wearing sergeants3 great-coats, and
followed by Saintie-Croix: in a private's uniform, went close up
to the bank. The colonel stripped himself, and went into
the water, while Napoleon and Mass&ua, to still any
suspicion on the part of the enemy, took off their coats
as though they too proposed to bathe, and then examined at
their ease the point where they wished to throw the
bridges across. The Austrians were so accustomed to see
our soldiers come in little parties to bathe at that place that
they remained quietly lying on the grass. This fact shows
that in war commanders ought strictly to forbid this kind of
truce, and marking off of neutral points, which the troops
on either side often establish for their respective convenience*
Having settled to cross the river at this spot, the
Emperor decided that several bridges should be constructed
there; but as it was more than probable that on the alarm
being given by the outposts the Austrian troops posted at
Enzersdorf would hasten up to oppose the construction of
the bridges, it was ar<ran$q<i that 8,500 grehadidrs should, and we drank the Emperor's health therein.became, if not dejure, certainly de facto
